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St. Behnam Church News alg le S Ll

The accessibility Aaldl) clalday) Adad
committee.
The accessibility Gl 3 ga) Aaal Culld)
committee (The Brothers in & alall claliadl
God) for Special Needs at Ol all aligy e duwiS
St. Behnam Syriac e Analiag Bl 83 45 5y
Orthodox Church held an ,all
activity on Valentine's Day JANVAIT PRty
on Saturday, March 1, lalus V) Zeludl 3 YaYo
2025, at 11:00 AM in the Al deld e
church hall.

Repentance prayers iy g1l & gla
St. Behnam Church held repentance S b pligy e Auni€ Cualdl
prayers during the forty-day Holy psall gl A 4 53l

Lent every Wednesday evening at St. | s ebel a2 S eluss Jiams Y
Behnam Church - Toronto for Syriac Gl 55 5 - pligs e “-“‘-‘-‘5
Orthodox at 7:30 PM. May the Lord Viv e deball olad 8 (8345 )Y)
accept your prayers and fasting. S8 s 5 oS pom il Blusa
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The Sunday School - Kids
Camp Day

The Sunday School
Committee at St. Behnam
Church - Toronto held a Kids
Camp Day during March
Break on Saturday, March 8,
2025. The Camp Day included
various activities and lunch
for the children, 11:00 AM -
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Bible Study

A Bible Study on Saturday,
March 15, 2025, at 6:30 pm
was held at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church. This
study provides an explanation
of the first chapter of the
Second Epistle of St. Peter,
exploring the topic of the
Kingdom of Heaven (2 Peter
1)

Rabban Matta led the Bible
study. English Translation
was also available.

For youth ages 13 - 17, they
were having a separate Bible
Study on this topic led by one
of the youth leaders.

The Bible study was followed
by dinner.

St. Behnam Youth Committee
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Seniors and Retirees
Committee

The Seniors and Retirees
Committee at St. Behnam
Church held its monthly

meeting on Saturday, March 22,

2025, at 2:00 PM, at St.
Behnam Church in Toronto.
The meeting included a lecture
by Dr. Sundos Kalo, a

physician specializing in cancer

screening (early detection of
cancerous tumors in the colon,
breast, cervix, and lungs). This
was followed by other

recreational activities, followed

by a fasting lunch.
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St. Behnam
Svriac
Orthodox
Church

English Divine
Liturgu

Date: Friday,
March 7,2025

Time: 7:30 PM

Location: St. Behnam
Church - Toronto

The Cultural Committee held a
public session on personal tax
information.

The Cultural Committee at Mar
Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church
held a public session on personal
tax information on Saturday,
March 22, 2025, at 6:30 PM in the
church hall. The session hosted
Mr. Fadi Hamami and Mr. Rami
Abdouni to discuss the following
tax accounting topics:

Information about T4

The difference between CPP and El
The difference between RRSP and
TFSA

Donations

Tax credits

Capital gains

The attendees shared a love
dinner.
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English Divine Liturgy
The monthly Divine Liturgy
celebrated in English was
held at St. Behnam Syriac
Orthodox Church - Toronto
on Friday, March 7, 2025, at
7:30 PM.
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Christian Education -
Saturday School

The first day of Saturday
School at Mar Behnam

attended and blessed by the
Archdiocese's Patriarch, His
Eminence Mar Athanasius
Elia Bahi, and the Church's
Pastor, Father Matta

22, 2025.

Daylight saving

Daylight saving time began in
Canada on Sunday, March 9,
2025. Masses and events will
continue at the exact times as
before, but according to
Daylight Saving time.

Syriac Orthodox Church was

Aboush, on Saturday, March
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St. Behnam Youth
Committee Workshops

A sound heart is life to the
body, but envy rots the
bones” (Proverbs 14:30).
On Saturday, March 29, 2025,
at 6:30 p.m., the Youth
Committee at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church
organized a workshop on
“Peace of Heart: Overcoming
Envy.” This workshop
explored the characteristics of
envy, its consequences, and
how to overcome it. The
following question was also
discussed: Is envy always bad?
Workshops were also held for
youth aged 13 to 17 and 18+
and conducted in English and
Arabic.

Snacks were served after the
workshops.
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The Accessibility
Committee, Brothers in
God

The Committee of St.
Behnam Syriac Orthodox
Church held an activity to
celebrate the glorious Feast
of the Resurrection on
Saturday, March 29, 2025,
at 12 noon in the church
hall. The children enjoyed
the event and expressed
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their joy over the Feast of
Resurrection.
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Financial Committee
The Financial Committee of St.
Behnam Church advises that the
Donation receipts for 2024 are
available and will be sent via
email as requested. Please emalil
the financial committee at: g o8l Jay e J panlly e
stbehnamchurchdonatr@gmail.c e Al Aalll ) Qs Jla )
om s A i
Please include your First name, stbehnamchurchdonatr@gm
Last name, and your current ail.com
address for the record. We will Ol giall 5 maall an) 2153 aa
respond and send the Donation o g 38l a2 B JalSY)
receipt by email. Jla )b oSSl e 4y
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The Cultural Committee PR (P RN
The Cultural Committee at St. (o AN A sall) ) B
Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church O —ell Al jle diiS
held a lecture titled “Ecclesiastic O i 5 alae (1S3 65 Y
Tradition: tradition or PN ORI 4 U 1
transmission?”” on Saturday, April Jail 5 s o 5 ML
5, 2025, at 6:30 PM at the Church tlasa 6:30 4=l 2025
Hall. Akl dcld
The lecture discussed the following | amal sall 3 jalaall o8l
topics: -aul)
- Overview of the ecclesiastic Syl e A dle Al -
tradition and its importance in Lliall 8 aianiy sl
preserving the true faith il Gl e
- Does the ecclesiastic tradition Syl e =iy s -
conflict with the Holy Bible, coudiall QUSH aa (Sl
specifically the Gospel? Syl 1aad
- Attempts to stand against the A a ey gl laa-
ecclesiastic tradition and the a8 gag Sl &l )
positions of the modern churches (KIS S FEPN | I BN
on this topic. & s sall
The lecture was presented by Dr. ke gSall 3 paladl) 208
Amir Haddad. Alas
The lecture was followed by i Jis 5 jualaall 2
refreshments.

- -
The English Divine Liturgy A 3N 41 Cpulal) . B
The Divine Liturgy was celebrated = 4xlL oY) sl i RO Oihodx
in English at St. Behnam Syriac | = ebe Jbe S & 4 5y e B

Orthodox Church - Toronto on | = S50 - 48355 )Y 4l )

Friday, April 11, 2025, at 7:30 PM. | :2025 Js 11 Aaesdl o
.l 7:30 delldl (&2
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The Social Committee- a
Families Gathering

The Social Committee at St.
Behnam Church in Mississauga,
Oakville, held a monthly event
for families, including various
activities and providing tea,
coffee, and pastries.

The April meeting was held on
Saturday, April 12, 2025, from
6:00 PM to 10:30 PM at the
following address:

St. Simon’s Anglican Church of
Oakville

1450 Litchfield Rd, Oakville, ON
L6H 5P4

Announcement from the
Religious Education Committee
The Sunday School Committee at
Mar Behnam Church Parish has
announced that Sunday School
will be suspended during Holy
Week and Easter, starting
Sunday, April 13, 2025, and
ending Saturday, April 26, 2025

Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church Parishes
rio — Canada
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St. Simon’s Anglican
Church of Oakville
Litchfield Rd, 1450

Oakville, ON L6H 5P4
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Thursday of the holy mysteries and Washing of the feet
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Resurrection day Liturgy
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Party on the occasion of the glorious Resurrection

T . U " A% BT The Social Committee of St
FASTER PARTY Behnam Church held a party

on the occasion of the

P 20 sem glorious Resurrection in the
ha® e g Shahryar Hall on Sunday,
A Maroosh t Aprll 20, 2025, aftel’ the

Divine Liturgy.
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Did you KNOW? The answer page 25 25 daba il al) ¢ PS’:' JA

1-Who is called the lyre of the soul, and the two files? Olall 5 ¢z 5 1) 3 )iy o sl (A (e -]
2-Who is the bishop who was called "God-bearer"? What laline Lo $(A1Y) Jala) o 5l 53 Caul) (3a -2
does it mean in Greek? And what is his apostolic seat? €yl A S g La g $ALL gl
3-Who are the two who were called the sons of thunder? ac N b Ll Il Lea (e - 3
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St Behnam Youth Committee Presents ]

Senior Retirement Committee
The  Seniors and  Retirees
Committee at St. Behnam Syriac
Orthodox Church held its monthly
meeting for retirees and the elderly
on Saturday, April 26, 2025, at 12
noon, at Mandarin Restaurant. The
meeting included entertainment
segments and  prizes  were
distributed to the winners.
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The Youth Committee of St. Behnam held the
annual Celebration of the Resurrection brunch on o g ligy Jle A€ 8 L) Aiad i
Saturday, April 26th, at 12:30 PM, as we g smu Lialia g W ) daliy JUWis3U 4, g
celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord and 12:30 delull (s 1 26 Casdll a5y cmasall
Saviour Jesus Christ. il Maiea Ga gy 3l sa g Ulall el 1 5eka
The brunch event consisted of games, prizes, and 1aa o) pill dalia saiill 5 Canailyll CiliUa,
a great time together! Raffles and bingo cards 398 Ll Wle 13 (G (e Ll &~ gide Eaaal)
were available for purchase. This event is open to $17 ol gl [as il

youth ages 13+. The price per person is $17.
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St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church
introducesa

NEW

We look forward to their participation.

New Program for young
families

St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox
Church is pleased to
announce the start of a new
initiative for young families
(couples aged 45 years and
younger), and new couples
(engaged couples).

The program aims at:

1. Nurturing the spiritual

S 395, Y Al dniSUl (58 Aoloi] i,
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life of young families and
new couples to grow their
relationship with God.

2. Strengthening  social
relationships among young
families within the Church
through organized events
and activities specifically
designed for this purpose.
Note that special programs
will be arranged for the
children of young families.
We kindly invite all
interested  couples and
members of young families
to fill out the survey below.
https://docs.google.com/.../1
FAIpQLSeMRgrhLmQgeN.
.[viewform

We welcome all young
families and new couples
and look forward to their
participation.

Preparatory course for deacons

Dear St. Behnam Parishioners,

St. Behnam Church is holding a
preparatory course for deacons and
those registered for service of the
Altar, every Saturday at 11:00 AM
starting from Saturday, May 3, 2025,

at the Saturday School location.

We ask all those registered to attend
at 10:45 AM at the following address:

Trinity Church Streetsville

69 Queen Street South, Mississauga,

ON, L5M 1K5
St. Behnam Church
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St. Behnam Scout Session
May 4, 2025

Scout's Brass Band

An information session
will be held for those
interested in registering
for the St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church
Scout's Brass Band on
Sunday, May 4, 2025,
following the Divine
Liturgy at the Glass Hall
(back of the Church) to
discuss the following
items:

Volunteer
Initiative

“\ishij}8 Ldyys E5"
S F1:Fo io

oL
“l was sick and you visited Me”
Matthew 25:36

Wellbrook Place Long Term

2180 Speakman Dr, Mississauga, O

Saturday, May 3, 2025
2:00 PM-4:00 PM
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1. Scout organization / 2.
Practice session times. / 3.
Registration of those with
experience playing wind
and percussion instruments./
4, Importance of
commitment to attending
practice  sessions  and
celebratory performances
For those interested in
joining the Church Scout,
please send the following
information:

- Full name. / - Phone
number. / - Date of birth / -
Email. / - Address. / - Type
of musical instrument you
wish to play or learn to play.
For further information,
contact: Deacon Ammar
Geeso (2899371357)

St. Behnam Church

Volunteer initiative for youth

at the nursing home
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“I was sick and you visited

Me' Matthew 25:36

The Youth Committee at St.
Behnam Church announces a
volunteer initiative for youth at
the nursing home on Saturday,
May 3, 2025, from 2:00 PM to

4:00 PM.

St. Behnam Youth Committee
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“A good tree cannot
bear bad fruit, nor can a
bad tree bear good
fruit.” (Matthew 7:18)
Dear Church Parishioners
With this verse in mind,
the parishes of St. Behnam

N
=\
- ‘The Syriac Orthodox Archdiocese of Canada Presents..

JOIN OUR TEAM OF
YOUTH S[II\IM\IIS

FOR SUMMER 2025

)
July 19th, 2025 (13 - 17
August 30th - September 1st. 2025 (18+)

The deadline to fill out the volunteer
application from: April 6, 2025
All applicants must be 18+

Seeking dedicated youth
volunteers across
Ontario

Do not neglect the gift that
is in you.” 1 Timothy 4:14
Dear youth across Ontario.
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RIS Loy )L!).
amsoilil L jammy
Joto obueoiol

Syriac Orthodox Church in
Ontario, Canada, are pleased to
announce the annual Family
Retreat under the theme “Good
Fruit comes from the Good
Tree”, from Saturday morning,
May 31, 2025 to Sunday
afternoon, June 1, 2025 at the
Coptic monastery of The
Valley of the Mother of God in
Orangeville, Ontario at the
following address:

The Valley of the Mother of
God

7 — 953376th Line EHS Mono,
ON L9W 6E8

With the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the blessing
of his Eminence Mor
Athanasius Elia Bahi, we are
excited to host the province-
wide Syriac Orthodox
spiritual Youth Retreat from
August 30, 2025, to
September 1, 2025 for youth
ages 18 years old and up. As
well as a Youth day and Fun
day for ages 13-17.

To make this event truly
impactful, we are seeking
dedicated volunteers from our
Syriac Orthodox Parishes
across Ontario to join in
preparation for and carrying
out the event.
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Blessed Marriages 4s jlia Sl

Mr. Fadi Issam abas g8 Ll 7 g3
Manoua and b Ul ) Sl e 4G gia
Annabella Oshana got Yove
married on March 1,

2025

Answer: Test your knowledge from page 18 18 dadia (e dlila glaa bdfec) ga

1- Saint Ephrem the Syrian, who was o 538l (A ga ¢ AL pudl ol 3 el 1
nicknamed the "Harp of the Spirit." ol 3
2- Answer: Saint Ignatius of Antioch was o gl SUail) o lalie] ) :AaYI-2
nicknamed " Theophorus." (w058 525) =
3- James the son of Zebedee and John the ol 438 Cailll (e Ll Lis g5 giiny -3
brother of James, to whom He gave the Ui Gl 28 5 ¢ae ) oLl olina ol
name Boanerges, that is, “Sons of G2 Co) s a5 sty sl Al rauadll
Thunder”; 13 ) 4l 33kl Legl e n 2ie all) 1agy
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Blessed Baptisms.
The following children received

the Holy Sacrament of baptism.

PHOENIX MICHAEL HANTI
Received the Holy Baptism on 22
Mar, 2025.

FELIX MICHAEL RAPHAEL
HANNA MEKHA

Received the Holy Baptism on 21
Apr, 2025.

George Mina Jerjis Askar
Received the Holy Baptism on 26
Apr, 2025.

MICHAEL MATTA ABBAWI
Received the Holy Baptism on 27
Apr, 2025.

Sergio Christo Basil
Received the Holy Baptism on 27
Apr, 2025.
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The verse corresponding to the initial of your name

A "Ask, and it will be given to you™ Matthew 7:7
B "Be still, and know that | am God" Psalm 46:10

C "Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares

for you" 1 Peter 5:7

D "Do not be afraid, for | am with you" Isaiah

41:10

E "Every good and perfect gift is from above"
James 1:17

F "For God so loved the world" John 3:16

G "God is our refuge and strength” Psalm 46:1

H "He who dwells in the shelter of the Most

High" Psalm 91:1

I "I am the way and the truth and the life"
John 14:6

J "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today

and forever" Hebrews 13:8

K "Keep me as the apple of your eye” Psalm 17:8

L "Love is patient, love is kind" 1 Corinthians

13:4

M "My grace is sufficient for you"2  Corinthians

12:9

N "Nothing will be
Luke 1:37

impossible with  God"
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The verse corresponding to the initial of your name

@) "Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is

good" Psalm 107:1

P "Pray without ceasing" 1

Thessalonians 5:17

Q "Quench not the Spirit" 1

Thessalonians 5:19

R "Rejoice in the Lord always"
Philippians 4:4

S "Seek first the kingdom of God"
Matthew 6:33

T "Trust in the Lord with all your heart"
Proverbs 3:5

U "Unto you is born this day a Savior"
Luke 2:11

\Y/ "Verily, verily, | say unto you, He

that believeth on me..." John 6:47

W  "We walk by faith, not by sight"
2 Corinthians 5:7

Y "You are the light of the world"
Matthew 5:14

Z "Zacchaeus, make haste and come

down" Luke 19:5
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The late Domet Abdulmaseeh fell asleep in
the Lord and in the hope of the Resurrection
in Mississauga, Canada on Saturday, March
8, 2025. The departed is the husband of
Mrs. Ibtisam Hana and the father of each of
Ramiz, Rani, and Rozina, wife of Ghassan
Roland. The departed is the brother of each
of Munera, wife of the late Abdulmaseeh
Mero and Zuhair, husband of Feryal Issa
who reside in Australia, and Nabeel,
husband of Nithal Matti, and Abdulmaseeh,
husband of the late Ahlam Alkhoury Girjees
who reside in the USA, and Saad, husband
of Rajaa Abdulmaseeh who reside in
Germany, and Jamal Abdulmaseeh, husband
of Aida Matti who reside in Canada, the late
Camrilia the wife of the late Subhi Asmar,
the late Evleen the wife of the late Munassa
AlShamani and the cousin of Badri
Abdulmaseeh, husband of Juliette Mero
who reside in Canada.

The late Sami Yonan Albazi fell asleep in
the Lord and in the hope of the Resurrection
in Kitchener, Canada, on 9 Apr 2025, The
departed is the husband of Mrs. Muneera
Yalda and the father of each of Sabah,
Salah, Jonny, Romeo, Haifaa, Nadia.
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I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he
may die, he shall live.” (John 11:25)
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Our churches are heritage, future, and civilization
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The Monastery of the Syriacs (Deir Mar Yohanna al-Dailami)
(ki Lis gy sla u0) Gl ) a0

Qs gl o (WA 5a) sl o

The Monastery of the Syriacs

The Monastery of the Syriacs (also known as the
Monastery of Saint John the Dalmatian after its
founder), is located 30 km from Mosul and about 2 km
north of Qaraqosh (Bakhdida), near the archaeological
mound of Mugartaia, whose name has Persian roots
introduced by St. John during his mission in Bakhdida
(meaning "House of the gods"). The monastery was first
called "Deir al-Syrian" by Syriac Christians who
migrated from Tikrit to Qaraqosh and Mosul in the 11th
century.

The monastery was founded in the late 7th century,
with the earliest recorded mention dating to around
900 AD. It is referenced in a manuscript from 1115 AD,
which aligns with a Syriac inscription on a marble
plaque above the altar, indicating its renovation that
same year. The scholar Bar Hebraeus recorded that the
monastery was attacked and damaged in 1261 by
Kurdish raiders. At that time, it housed a small convent
for nuns, later known as the Monastery of St. John the
Bosnian.
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It was rebuilt in 1563, as noted in an
inscription, and the altar was restored in
1717. The

monastery flourished with monastic life until
1723, earning the title “The Flourishing
Monastery.” The last known abbot was
Rabban Saliba during the patriarchate of
Ignatius Shukrallah of Mardin (1722-1745).
On August 15, 1743, the monastery was
destroyed by Nader Shah, forcing the monks
to abandon it. Its last mention was in 1773,
when Bakhdida’s residents sought refuge
there during a deadly plague, praying for the
intercession of St. John.

Although most of Bakhdida later converted to
Catholicism, the monastery remained under
Syriac Orthodox ownership. Due to prolonged
disputes, it fell into ruin, with only
remnants—such as the altar, church, shrine,
baptistery, and royal door—surviving.

In 1995, it was rebuilt in a modern
architectural style through His Eminence Mor
Gregorius Saliba Shamoun, Syriac Orthodox
Metropolitan of Mosul.

Question for Issue 8

RIS Loy JL!:..
o.m_‘:o?’.“ L...'o'cm?
Joto obueoiol

pl—ig Jla dusis
S 93 85 51 Gy peall

IS ¢ S0, 05

ASYI and 1 dua Slalll an ASu L OS5
e AT 3 58 5) daslae dasla 4 | g )AT5 pall | glial
Lag Jle 0 2 Led el Slal)ll Laads S
el a3 5 () B Ly eald S5 o sl
Aadad o (5 il gaal (A ela LS 21563 diw 4l o3l
1717 4 jpall pudiall modall paad o5 Aaals

oll) ek i 01723 daw s gl )l | jale S dua
Lol s ol et )V 83 AT, ) el (alall
cushalie ) oS3 55 )Y AL pudl & sladl sge A o Lula
S le sl s (41745 - a1722) Gl Al S5
L_J 15 ng a‘):a.j} u\A g;)é ol JJU 4,3&:: ‘)L::i u\
o ) 5 yad 1743 G (Gelane )

luady ol ad) Ll Lavie 21773 dau 4 1S3 AT
bagy Jle delady )l o ol @l el (e L
Al o3 agie Ji 3 o (el

lpass GlSu Aalle Jad day (a8 53 )l ASle pall &
skl cile Jliad) Gy LI AN ) S35 Y G
godall) AUl Ly ey W) Ll any Al LISyl & 5
O Sslall Qlll dgal g5 oy pually 48,6 5 sl
(sl

Db ddall sl degy 21995 A olhy dale)
Ghowll dagall gohe Gpad Lba (ussh e
Csluly o jlac) Bale} 5508 lagea J A S35 Y
o () e

8 dandl ) ‘g

L) pa claa Al Sj.;a.d\g.&u\g?n\\gmi.)éﬁﬂﬁi o ) (gl
Which saint’s icon is associated with a single lion? What miracle happened to
the lion?

Send the answer to the following email.

Sl s Y1 3 ) e i) Ju

stbehnambulletin@gmail.com

Or hand it over to a member of the Board of Directors
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A prize will be awarded to the winner after a draw, and the winner will be announced in the next issue.

Answer to question number 7.
Abram (Abraham): Genesis 12:1
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You are now able to view the bulletin of St.
Behnam Church Which released bi-monthly. via
the link below or QR. Simply click on “Read”
then “Download” in order to view the bulletin.

Supervision and Preparation dae) gl
Fr. Matta Abbosh Jise e gl Y
Deacon Ammar Geeso S Hlae (uladil)
Contact as: stbehnambulletin@gmail.com L Juss)
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The St. Behnam’s Church Bulletin is issued by the St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church -
Ontario - Canada.
50 Erie Street, Toronto, Ontario M6L 2P9 Canada
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