(9) May - Jun 2025

Saint Behnam jpsos wivoy Lo Al—igr Ule dis
g{‘:i:cnhOrthodox amsoylil Lo jacoy S 93 85 V1 Ol seall
Toronto, Canada Jeio eBuciol MR 5=Say8

(9) May - June / 2025 2025 (4 ) 22l Gl pis -

St. Behnam'’s Church Bulletin
aligs _la dwyis 3kl
Religious, News, Social, Cultural -Bimonthly
Oi JS pad o &y ] Lo L 4l A

Can Do All Things through: Christ
(g o)) pannally. o JS: palalin]

pg. 1



https://www.stbehnam.com/bulletinofstbehnam

( 9 ) May - Jun 2025

Saint Behnam

Syrian Orthodox
Church

Toronto, Canada

St. Peter the Apostle, the First Patriarch of the
Apostolic See of Antioch

What is the City of Antioch?

Antioch is a historic city situated on the Orontes River,
about 30 kilometers from the Mediterranean Sea. It was
founded in 304 B.C. by Seleucus Nicator, the founder
of the Seleucid Empire, who named it “Antioch” in
honor of his father, Antiochus. Antioch became the
capital of the Seleucid Empire and later the seat of the
Apostolic See of Antioch. Its ecclesiastical authority
extended over vast regions of Asia, including the
Church of Jerusalem, all of the Levant and Palestine,
Cilicia, parts of Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, and Persia,
reaching even to the borders of India. To distinguish it
from fifteen other cities named Antioch during the
Seleucid period, it was known as Syrian Antioch.

The Apostolic Visits of St. Peter to Antioch

St. Peter the Apostle resided in Antioch during multiple
Visits, traditionally recorded as three:

The First Visit: Eusebius of Caesarea, in his
Ecclesiastical History, states that St. Peter visited
Antioch in the year 37 A.D. coinciding with the
martyrdom of St. Stephen and the conversion of St.
Paul. St. Ephrem the Syrian (d. 373 A.D.), in his Acts
of the Apostles, says that Peter came to Antioch and
preached there for nearly a year in 41 A.D. During this
visit, he established the first church in Antioch and
served as its bishop. Thus, he founded the first
apostolic see, becoming its patriarch.

The Second Visit: Following the martyrdom of James
the son of Zebedee by Herod Agrippa | and the
miraculous release of Peter from prison (Acts 12:6-10),
around 43 A.D, Peter departed Jerusalem, traveled to
Caesarea, and then proceeded to Antioch.
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The Third Visit: After the First Council of Jerusalem, around
51 A.D. (or approximately 53 A.D.), St. Peter returned to
Antioch and remained there until around 60 A.D. a period of
seven years.

Both Eastern and Western historians affirm this account.
Notably, the early Roman Church commemorated the Feast of
the Chair of St. Peter in Antioch on February 22 each year in
the Roman liturgical calendar. This is also referenced in the
Syriac Book of the Shehimo (Hours of Prayer).

The renowned scholar Patriarch Ignatius Aphram | Barsoum, in
his book The Precious Pearls in the Summary of Church
Histories, confirms that the ancient ecclesiastical tradition—
unanimously upheld by the early Church Fathers and
historians—attests that St. Peter preached Christianity in
Antioch, spent a significant portion of his life there, converted
many, built the first church in the city, directed the faithful
toward mission in the East, and established the first apostolic
see, serving as the first bishop of Antioch.

Among the scholars who supported this tradition are: Origen
(+256),

Eusebius of Caesarea (+340), St. Ephrem the Syrian (+373), St.
Jerome (+420), and St. Severus of Antioch (+538).

Before departing Antioch on his final journey to preach in
Europe (circa A.D. 60), St. Peter ordained two bishops to
shepherd the faithful in his absence:

St. Evodius, to oversee the Gentile believers, and St. Ignatius
the Illuminator, to shepherd the Jewish Christian community.
The Foundation of the Church in Antioch

Regarding the church that St. Peter established in Antioch, St.
Jacob of Serugh (St. Jacob of Serugh) attests in his metrical
homilies that Peter and Paul performed a miracle in Antioch by
raising a young man—his parents’ only son—from the dead.
Through the prayers of the saints, life returned to him. In that
place, St. Peter built a church in his own house, named after his
family (Bay‘at al-Qasyan), which remained active until the
mid-13th century A.D.From Antioch, Christianity spread to the
pagan world through the missionary journeys of St. Peter and
the three missionary journeys of St. Paul, all of which
originated from Antioch, which is consistently named as the
point of departure (Acts 13:1-3; Acts 15:40; Acts 18:23). Itis a
source of great honor that in Antioch, the disciples were first
called “Christians™ (Acts 11:26).
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Bible Study - May

Bible Study at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church on
Saturday, May 10th, 2025,
at 6:30 pm.

This Bible Study provided
an explanation of the
second chapter of the
Second Epistle of St. Peter,
exploring the topic of:

The Emergence of False
Teachers(2 Peter 2)

The Bible Study was led by
Abouna Matta.

For youth ages 13-17,
there was a separate Bible
Study on this topic that was
led by one of the youth
leaders.

The Bible Study was
followed by a potluck!
Attendees brought their
favorite dishes.

St. Behnam Youth

Committee
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Cultural Committee — May

The Cultural Committee at St.
Behnam Syriac Orthodox
Church held a valuable lecture
presented by Dr. Amer Haddad
entitled: "Confronting Church
Tradition - Part Two."

The lecture addressed the
following topics: the challenges
facing tradition throughout
church history and the position
of modern churches on the
concept of church tradition.
After the lecture, the attendees
enjoyed a love summit prepared
by the Women's Committee.
May the prayers and
intercession of the holy apostles
be with everyone.

St. Behnam Church
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The accessibility Committee Aualidl) cilaliay) diad
The Accessibility (Brothers ol 3 A Aaal Cuald)

ofGod) Committee for A€ 8 Aalal) clalyiadl
Special Needs at St. Behnam 035V el Al
Syriac Orthodox Church held = 53] (s LAWY de giie ddadl
various activities for its Sy g Akl deld e )yl
members from the Brothers of = /¢ /¥ cadbadll il o g0 A

God in the church hall on V) el alai 4 Yo Yo
Saturday, May 3, 2025, at Llaa
11:00 AM.

Announcement from the aal) el dad ga (Dle)
Sunday School Committee ‘ Ol

2l ol Al ?‘)S“ Ll 4o adle) 25
We would like to inform you that JMA o gy (o g A0aaY) A jadll
Sunday School will be stopped e 2 g e "
during the Summer Break months & UA : ’,} i
(July and August), starting from Ui YA i
Saturday, June 28, 2025. Classes dsbl ed Jdsla sy YeYo
will resume in September 2025. 13 duduall dllall Slldg (YoYo

We will inform you of the dates Ll Gl 3o gay aSalad Cagucs
for when classes will recommence. g Gay ;m;}“ s ol
b e )
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The Social Committee - a
Families Gathering

Dear St. Behnam Parishioners,
The Social Committee at St.
Behnam Church - Mississauga
will be holding its monthly
gathering for families on
Saturday, May10, 2025 at 6:00
PM. The gathering will include
various activities. Coffee, tea
and pastries will be provided.
The gathering will be held at
the following address:

St. Simon’s Anglican Church of
Oakville

1450 Litchfield Rd, Oakuville,
ON L6H 5P4

We invite everyone to attend.
St. Behnam Church
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Girls' Only Event

The Girls' only event took place
at St. Behnam Church Hall on
Saturday, May 17, from 2:00 to
8:00 p.m. Lunch was served
during the event, and various
activities and crafts were
available.

It proved to be an excellent
opportunity for girls in our
church to bond with one
another!

St. Behnam Youth Committee
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Families Retreat

"A good tree cannot bear bad
fruit, nor can a bad tree bear
good fruit." (Matthew 7:18)

Inspired by this verse, the
parishes of St. Behnam Syriac
Orthodox Church in Ontario,
Canada, held their annual
spiritual retreat for families,
centered around the theme:
"Good Fruit from a Good Tree."
The retreat took place from the
morning of Saturday, May 31,
2025, until the afternoon of
Sunday, June 1, 2025, at the
Valley of the Virgin Mary,
Mother of God Monastery for
Coptic Orthodox in Orangeville,
at the address below:
The Valley of the Mother of God.
40YYY1 7 Line EHS,
Orangeville, ON L9W 6H1
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The Valley of the Mother
of God

40YYY1 7 Line EHS,
Orangeville, ON L9W 6H1
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Mother's Day

The Women's Committee at
St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox
Church in Kitchener held a
Mother's Day celebration on
Sunday, May 11, 2025. May
all mothers have a blessed
year, and may God bless you
and your families.

St. Behnam Church
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Soccer pid 3 S
The Youth Committee at 4S8 QLA A5al i)
St. Behnam Church held a 380 4l ) 4dlad Al
soccer event on Sunday, YA @isall 2V ag call
May 18, 2025, at the ) aess e YoYo Ul
Invader Sports Complex. - =)l
6765 Invader Crescent, JInvader Crescent 1V1e

Mississauga, ON L5T 2B7 Mississauga, ON L5T

from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 2B7
Pitch B & slae Tiee Aol e
St. Behnam Youth B xldl | 2lisa Azes
Committee plig Jle ok d3ad

The English Divine A3l gty Gl adl
Liturgy 4y pulsay)

The Divine Liturgy was held =~ 2l o) el o8

in English at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church,

Toronto, on Friday, May 23,

2025. English speakers,
particularly youth,
teenagers, and children,
attended the service.
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Retirees and Seniors
Committee

The Retirees Committee at St.
Behnam Syriac Orthodox
Church held its monthly
meeting for retirees on
Saturday, May 24, 2025, in the
hall of St. Behnam Church.
The meeting was graced by the
presence of His Eminence
Archbishop Mor Athanasius
Elia Bahi and Raban Matta
Abosh, as well as a large
number of church members.
The meeting included fun
programs and games, and
attendees shared a barbecue
lunch prepared by the Retirees
Committee.

St. Behnam Church
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Feast of the Ascension Jgral) e

The Divine  Liturgy was 4 Jsial gl oY) sl
celebrated by His Eminence the ko Jdall pall Al
Right Reverend Mar Athanasius =!) 2L LLI (gl
Elia Bahi, Archbishop of the albe sl 2w 4.3 Y
Diocese, at St. Behnam Syriac = (S35 V) bl 53,5 -
Orthodox Church in Toronto, on <l dga xe dudlia
the occasion of the Feast of the = sVl an eleddl ) & s

Ascension of our Lord Jesus YoYo AN
Christ, Sunday, June 1, 2025.

Wishing you all many happy o Al il g ale JS
returns! pligy Jle S

St. Behnam Church

Fasting on Wednesdays and Fridays daanll g slag Y o ga 1A
Dear St. Behnam members, aligy e i€ el o) 32 YY)
This is a reminder that the daily fasting s ¥ s asa oy
on Wednesdays and Fridays of every Oy B0 &;M IS (e dzaall
week will resume this Wednesday June  Casladll ooall sba ) as
11, 2025. \EAL-NaWAR
May the Lord accept your fasting and S 5 2Sa g Al J5
your prayers. g le A€

St. Behnam Church
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The Social Committee- a
Families Gathering

The Social Committee at St.
Behnam Church in Mississauga,
Oakville, held a monthly event
for families, including various
activities and providing tea,
coffee, and pastries.

The April meeting was held on
Saturday, April 12, 2025, from
6:00 PM to 10:30 PM at the

peanil) — Lo Laiay) Aall)
Ailad)

e e laaly) Aaadll ¢l
. Lgl_m;h:a:\A e\_.\é_j Ol S
Loals 1§ et Un S NUEE
A il fpeaty Ji) sally
e e P D
(Cliazall 53 58l 5

P52 (o Ol el LUl S
[N Galad) e
Al deld) e Yo YO

following address:
Oakville

L6H 5P4

St. Simon’s Anglican Church of gt

1450 Litchfield Rd, Oakville, ON

3 ydlall e Ll )5 sl
: S Ol giall e Caaill
Simon’s Anglican
Church of Oakville
Litchfield Rd, Y¢e-.

Oakville, ON L6H 5P4

Did you know?

Q1- What is the heresy of Arius?

A-Arius denied the divinity of Jesus Christ.

Q2- In which council was Arius excommunicated for his heresy?
A-The Council of Nicaea.

Q3 -In what year was the Council of Nicaea held, which patriarch
chaired it, and how many bishops attended it?

A- In 321 AD, the Patriarch of Antioch presided over the Council,
and 318 bishops were banned.
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Bible Study - June

Bible Study at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church on
Saturday, June 14th, 2025, at
6:30 pm.

This Bible Study provided an
explanation of the third chapter
of the Second Epistle of St.
Peter, exploring the topic of:
The Second Coming of Christ (2
Peter 3)

The Bible Study was led by
Abouna Matta.

For youth ages 13-17, there was
a separate Bible Study on this
topic that was led by one of the
youth leaders.

The Bible Study was followed by
a potluck! Attendees brought
their favorite dishes.

St. Behnam Youth Committee
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Saturday, June 14,2025°5
Time: 6:30 PM (2 Peter3). (¥
St. Behnam Church Lem

Followed by Dinner
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Father's Day Celebration
The Divine Liturgy was
celebrated by His Eminence
Mar Athanasius Elia Bahi,
Bishop of the Diocese, with the
assistance of Father Matta
Aboush, Priest of St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church -
Toronto, on Sunday, June 15,
2025.

Father's Day was also
celebrated in the church hall.
Happy Father's Day to all
fathers. May God protect you
and your families.

St. Behnam Church
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The Brothers of God
Committee for Special
Needs - June

The Brothers of God
Committee for Special Needs
organized a trip to the park at
St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox
Church on Saturday, June
21, 2025, from 11:00 AM to
4:00 PM. The trip included
numerous games,
entertainment, and a shared
love lunch.

May the Lord bless everyone
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Retirees and Seniors Committee

On Saturday, June 21, 2025, the
Seniors Committee at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church held its
monthly gathering in the church
hall. The event featured a cultural
lecture titled "The Syriac Orthodox
Throughout History", presented by
Dr. Khaled Dinno.

Also, in attendance was Mr.
Ahmed Hussein, former Minister
of Immigration, Member of
Parliament for York South—\West
riding, and Chair of the Standing
Committee on Foreign Affairs and
International Development. He
praised the initiative and spoke
about the importance and positive
impact of such gatherings within
the community. He then engaged
with attendees in a Q&A session
addressing topics such as
immigration, government
programs, and possible solutions to
community challenges.

The event concluded with a shared
fellowship lunch graciously
prepared by the Retirees
Committee.

St. Behnam Church

RSP RN
& (e Wiall ddal Calil
Ol el aligy la ;‘-“:‘-‘5
Gl o 08355 )Y
YeYo ol 5 Y
A€l deld Jlo oy
EJ_A.AIAA el 185
AN algaa8d ) g3

Sho—d) ) ——iny
L—LA;\‘ 3‘51‘—.3_.“ ‘5__\3 .J_gj
D205 O daal il
_$—ac g @L_.A\ SJA@J\
&) 523,530 e gl
o) A ad) A il
A Jlad) (5l Asal
sl laa o
Ll (e 050y Caai
La gl alll ol a
= panall & JLdll
g = 5 5 gl (e
R, 0 S
o i LS Lela i
XA.M gla e Jj_.aaj\

e LEial) A Lo |
by Dle S




Saint Behnam

Syrian Orthodox
Church

Toronto, Canada

( 9 ) May - Jun 2025

I Loy L
amosoilil L jamy
Joto oldueiol

‘End of the Year’ Sunday School

celebration —June

In the presence of His Eminence,
the Bishop Elia Bahi, and Rabban
Matta Abosh, the Sunday School
Committee of St. Behnam Syriac
Orthodox Church held an ‘End of
the Year’ Sunday School
celebration for the Sunday and
Saturday Schools.

The event took place on June 28,
2025, at 6:00 PM at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church —
Toronto.

During the celebration, the students

presented a showcase of the
biblical knowledge they had
learned throughout this year’s

Sunday School program. The event

concluded with a “Love Meal” in
the church hall, where the
children’s families contributed by
bringing sweets and food.
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June | 28 | 2025

St. Behnam Church :
50 Erie Street, North York, ON. | s roquired
MéL 2P6

Event starts at 6:30 PM sharp

Kids to be at Church by 5:30 PM
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The Fast of the Apostles will begin this coming Thursday, June 26, 2025 and will continue for three
days ending on Sunday, June 29, 2025 where we will be celebrating the Feast of St. Peter «St. Paul
and all the Apostles at St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church - Toronto at 11:00 Am. As for St.
Behnam - Kitchener Church and St. Behnam — Mississauga Church, the Fast of the Apostles will
begin this Tuesday, June 24, 2024 and will continue for three days, ending on Friday, June 26, 2025
where we will be celebrating the Feast of St. Peter, St. Paul and all the Apostles at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church in Kitchener and in Mississauga on Friday, June 27, 2025, at 7:30 PM as
usual. May the Lord accept your fasting through the intercessions of St. Peter and St. Paul and all

the Apostles and saints.
St. Behnam Church

St Belnan Syriac Orlhods Church

\? Annual Summer Family Picnic

L) Q German Canadian Club Hansa (Hansa Haus)
¥ 6650 Hurontario St, Mississauga, ON L5W IN3

$20 Per Car ¢ t

SATURDAY, JULY 26,2025
12:00 - 8:00 PM

pg. 24

Annual Summer Picnic for Families
The Social Committee at St. Behnam
Syriac Orthodox Church in Toronto
will be holding its annual Family
Summer Picnic on Saturday, July 26,

2025 from 12:00 PM to 8:00 PM at the
German Canadian Club in Mississauga at the
address listed below:

German Canadian Club Hansa (Hansa Haus)
11e. Hurontario St, Mississauga, ON L5W
IN3

Please also note that the entrance fee to
the park will be $20 for each car.

Food (hamburgers and hotdogs) will be
available for purchase at the park.
There will also be games and activities
for children and families, along with
music by DJ Yousif.
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St Behnam, St. Mark & St. Mina and St. Barsoumo " gﬁbﬂ\ eﬂ.ﬁ " s )
Churches Youth Committee invites you to...

ey cali Jle S o ladl) glad Gaas el ) e
cn“nnn’s oSisen SOV Al asay Jlay clise Slag ey
sde Ve comedll ag Milaall Qe A gl Wils ) gaal
LAlia 0¥ el (Yo Yo
Slag Lie Jlay e Jlas lig Jle (uiliS (8 LA Glal
1 Canada’s Wonderland, A3 $1 )Y Al pull o gosn
Vaughan, ON L6A 156 Wonderland trip
Dear Youth, St. Behnam, St. Mark & St. Mina, and
St. Barsamo Syriac Orthodox Churches Youth
Ages: 13+ only committees would like to invite you to our annual
Cost perTicket: $46 Wonderland trip which will be on Thursday, July 10,
2025 at 9:30am.
Final deadline for St. Behnam, St. Mark & St. Mina, and St. Barsamo
, reglstratlon A[T\'XW  Syriac Orthodox Churches Youth Committees

_ Thursday, July 10,2025 @9:30 AM

St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church s sl S C’*“i:i'a‘{ @hﬁiﬁ-ﬂﬂ\ ’:i" 2
, - 33aal) 3 jaludll (33| e aligs sle duniS Glad Hoad VY (A
' Couples &Young Families Event' cshially (Lle £0 fu in) 7)ol Bista Jif all dacas

aai B Y YO VNV Cadliad) Gusedll a gy olil J sl aliis Cua
.aug_.q‘)uz\.m;ﬁsgééhu\’;~~z\su\

AVl Jsa isie e UL V) Leadiy 3 jualaa Al Ay
AT LA J3 gall e laia¥) lESall 3 jail da jd LLaN) (R
1) dualade Cilylled 5 geal 5 ddadil apdaii JOA (e Al
Sl YA ) gl o3 JladaY dala ddadil aalll j3gin g a jall
pligr Jle oS

Dear young families and engaged couples of St. Behnam Church

We are happy to announce the start of our new initiative for young couples and young families
at St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church. Our hope is to host periodic events and meetings
where we can bring newly engaged and married couples (aged 45 years and younger), as well
as young couples with families together, whereby we can socialize and bring everyone closer
together through various events and spiritual discussions under the guidance of Fr. Matta.

We will commence this initiative with our first event on July 17, 2025 at St. Behnam church
with a spiritual discussion to be led by Fr. Matta.

pg. 25



( 9 ) May - Jun 2025

Saint Behnam I Wiy Lo Aliga Jla Auyis
ey amsoylil Lojacs, S 93 95 G puall
Toronto, Canada hio oBuoiol et e ¥

Dear young families and engaged couples of St. Behnam Church

We encourage those families with young children to attend and to bring their children as well,
as we will have activities prepared for their enjoyment.

Kindly register using the following Google form link:
https://forms.gle/24Hghg88Jr2y3m5U6

St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church
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Price per individual : , ' .w G..J‘}A..\S\ 2‘3:‘33 J\ (QUJ\ L‘.’\‘)M) ds‘ﬁs GS‘SA& 7;4_\._\2:1 Lﬁ)é ‘M

Jun 3 - Jul n* N I fw o T o~
$40 per individual - If you are only_attending Youth Day l (_f’})“gy‘ ‘A"..J'.‘M ‘)7\9 'A.'.\SL’ dt‘“") g_él‘"'“' ‘d.'.‘.;"w'd\ 'A’-.’.
$125 per individual - If you are attending both Camp and You

Camp Days (ages 13-17)

Under the blessing and patronage of H.E. Mor Athanasius Elia Bahi, we are excited to
announce that registration for the Ontario Parishes Summer (ages 13-17) Spiritual Youth and
Camp Days 2025 is now open!

The theme is: “Strong faith, Steady steps.”, based on the verses: “He who doubts... is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.” (James 1:6,8)

Spiritual day will be on Saturday, July 19th, 2025, at the German Canadian Club Hansa.
Registration:

The spiritual day to be able to attend the Camp day.

Registration after July 11 WILL NOT be accepted.

To register, complete either the Google Form (link below) or a physical form in-person.
After registration, you'll receive an email confirmation.

Form Link:

https://forms.gle/mAdqgj4DqYxxCYyna7

Please note that registration is required and spots are limited!

Syriac Orthodox Youth of Canada
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ENCOUNTERING .
GOD THROUGH [
STRUGGLES [

Ontario Parishes Summer Youth Retreat 2025 - 18+

“God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able,
but with the temptation will also make the way of escape.”
I Corinthians 10:13

August 30" - September 1*

Early bird price: June 30" - July 31"
$190 per individual

The Valley of the Mother of God
953376 7 Line E, Orangeville,
ON LW 222

Regular price: August 1* - August 10"

$230 per individual Final Deadline for Registration:

August 10"

Registration is Required!
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Ontario Parishes Youth Summer Retreat 2025

Under the blessing and patronage of H.E. Mor Athanasius Elia Bahi, we are excited to
announce that registration for the Ontario Parishes Youth.

Our retreat theme will be “Encountering God Through Struggles”.

This retreat will take place from Saturday, August 30th to Monday, September 1st at the

Valley of the Mother of God Retreat Centre.

Address: 953376 7 Line E, Orangeville, ON L9W 272

Please note the age requirement is 18+ (as of December 2025).

To register, complete either the Google Form (link in bio) or a physical form in-person.
After registration, you’ll receive an email confirmation. If you do not receive an email
within a week, please contact one of the youth servants.

https://forms.gle/kuXyuvbFYYhvXeGP8

Please note that registration is required! There are limited spots available, so register ASAP

to secure your spot.
Syriac Orthodox Youth of Canada
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Summer Youth BBQ.
SUMMER

Join us on Saturday, August 23rd for our Summer
Youth BBQ.

Save the Date for our annual summer BBQ!
There will be board games, time to hang out with
friends, and of course BBQ! BBQ will include
hot dogs, hamburgers, and chicken. There will
also be ice cream! We hope to see you all there!
St Behnam, St Mark & St Mina, and St Barsaumo
Syriac Orthodox Churches Youth Servants

9700 Hwy 27, Woodbridge, ON L4L 1A7

Youth Committees in the churches of St.
Behnam, St. Mark, St. Mina, and St. Basoum, the
Orthodox Church
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Question for Issue 9

Who is the Coptic Pope, of Syriac origin, during whose time the miracle of
Mokattam Mountain occurred, and in what year?

Send the answer to the following email. A& 55 5N 3 pll e elils) Ju )
stbehnambulletin@gmail.com
Or hand it over to a member of the Board of Directorsuslasll sbiac aa¥ oL
Aall 2aall & Al e e Y sty ) o) jaf aay LS s mia oy
A prize will be awarded to the winner after a draw, and the winner will be announced in the next issue.

A daad) J) g ) g
e ol g o3Ely (3lati g8 2L Al yall 3 jamall el g 1) G pa (andil) g8 a5 andy 4% &yl Jasi 3 gl il
ol 5 33} g a3Seal dll latuld 8 pe s Cua cd i S Al

Answer to question number 8
The saint whose icon is associated with a single lion is Saint Mark the Apostle. The miracle
associated with the lion relates to his saving his father from a lion that was about to devour
.him. Mark prayed, and God answered his prayer and saved his father
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Blessed Marriages
4 e Jalls)

" L 313l g 0815 (8 e gl &

Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in "
""the wife of your youth

(Proverbs 5:18)
ﬁ

Dani Thamer Elias bl el (Al ) 7 938
Shaltan Ouila
- &
Sandy Sajid Dawood 2909 dab | dile Basd)
Shamoon O
Got married on June YoYo Glmia ¥4 b
29, 2025

Syriac Orthodox Youth of Canada
are asking for:

DONATIONS

Participate in
supporting the
growth of our Syriac

Orthodox Youth

Donations will be
accepted via Cash,
E-transfer and Cheques

“So let each one aive as he purposes in his heart. not arudainalv
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Blessed Baptisms 4 jlia Cildlas
Vi, The following children received — & JS A8 lual) 4 garal) s JU
the Holy Sacrament of baptism. pglan) 4L JUakY)
Marcelino Polis Shamoon Oyrad gl gy g Jla
Received the Holy Baptism on Y+ Yevo Jbh Ve A Geatall dlead) JU
May, 2025.
hgaigd) 3l Ld
Tia Lourd Alhindosh Yoo LU 8 easal) dleall culls
Received the Holy Baptism on )6
May, 2025.
Giovanni John Farjo Shlag Adga

Received the Holy Baptism on 19 Yovo jul 14 L Geaiall sleadl JU
May, 2025.

Lucas Elias Mikhael Juildia (o) (S ¢
Received the Holy Baptism on 1Y Oluda VY (8 Guaial) aleall JU
June, 2025. Y.Yo
Jad Jacob Asfar sha) GgSaa ala
Received the Holy Baptism on 21 Oloda ¥ (8 il aleadl JU
June, 2025. Y.Yo
Yonan Al Sabti ) (U g
Received the Holy Baptism on 21 Oluda ¥ (8 Guaial) leall JU

June, 2025. Y.Yo
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The verse corresponding to the initial of your namedew) <i a Jilia iy

A As for me and my house, we will serve the
Lord. Joshua 24:15

B Be still, and know that 1 am God.
Psalm 46:10

C Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Psalm 51:10

D. Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He

shall give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 37:4

E Every good and perfect gift is from above.
James 1:17

F Fear not, for | am with you; be not

dismayed, for | am your God. Isaiah 41:10

G Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
Psalm 107:1

H Honor your father and your mother.
Exodus 20:12

I In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. Genesis 1:1

J Judge not, that you be not judged.
Matthew 7:1

K Know that the Lord, He is God. Psalm 100:3

L. Let not your heart be troubled; believe in God,

believe also in me. John 14:1

M. Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceeds out of the mouth of
God. Matthew 4:4

N. Now faith is the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. Hebrews
11:1
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Bysde Al gl da sl L
0 One thing [ have asked of the Lord, that I3 el o

_ Vi) osee DAY
will I seek after. Psalm 27:4 ol ki e els R 1
P Praise the Lord! Oh, give thanks to the w & i”; JJ“‘,}A
Lord, for Heis good. ~ Psalm 106:1 (el il Y il dadl o ale ¢
Yo VEY Heada
Q Quiet words of the wise are more to be el S, Cagall Ly Il ¢
heeded than the shouts of a ruler of fools. B
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The late Victoria Aboudi Abdel-Ahad fell
asleep in the Lord and in the hope of the
Resurrection in Toronto - Canada on Sunday,
May 18, 2025. The departed is the wife of the
late Khalil Ibrahim Abo Al-Jallo and the mother
of Majed (his wife Beda Nafi Bani Al-Tawil),
Maher (his wife Nada Khairy Amin), Faris (his
wife Ghaida Kamal Tayr Al-Hazin), the late
Mona (her husband Amer Haseeb Shiro), Maha
(her husband Nizar Qariyakoos Shammas
Behnam), and May (her husband Nawar
KhodoriBati.

The late Mattee Abdulmaseeh Afram fell
asleep in the Lord and in the hope of the
Resurrection in Toronto - Canada, on 1 June
2025, The departed is the husband of Mrs.
Khaton Sepan Morad and the father of Mrs.
Nazik and Nadia and also father of Mr. Adnan,
Alaa and Isam

The late Bashir Suleiman Dawood Al-Qass fell
asleep in the Lord and in the hope of the
Resurrection in Toronto - Canada, on 8 June
2025, The departed is the husband Mrs. Najat
Yacoub Amsou, and the father of the late martyr
Salah, husband of Rana Hazem Hanna Al-
Aswad, Sabah, wife of Dr. Fouad Koore,Zeina,
wife of Mr. Zaid Hawwa, and Lina, wife of Mr.
Fares Rassam. He was also the grandfather of
Bashar, Osama, Ward, and Sami, and the brother
of Mr. Hikmat and the late Khalil, Ayoub, and
Ephraim.
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I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he
shall live.” (John 11:25)
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Our churches are heritage, future, and civilization

The Monastery of Mar Awgin (The Mother of the Monasteries of Tur Abdin)

The Monastery of Mar Awgin

is situated on the slopes of Mount Izla, overlooking the city of
Nisibis (Nusaybin). It was established in the late 4th or early 5th
century. Over the centuries, its fate fluctuated—having fallen
under the control of the Nestorians (Church of the East) for a
lengthy period—Dbefore returning to the fold of the Syriac
Orthodox Church of Antioch in the late 18th century. Two bishops
emerged from this monastery, and it has remained inhabited,
currently by a single monk. (Source: The Scattered Pearls) This
monastery is known as the “Mother of the Monasteries of Tur
Abdin” due to its pioneering role in spreading monasticism
throughout the region. Dozens of other monasteries in and around
Tur Abdin—now southeastern Turkey near the Syrian border—
were either established by its monks or directly influenced by its
monastic tradition. Its location is spiritually and geographically
strategic, combining mountainous seclusion with accessibility to
the surrounding region.

Life of Saint Mar Awgin — The Founder: Saint Mar Awgin was
a renowned ascetic who came to the region of Nisibis from the
East—possibly India or Persia—accompanied by a group of
disciples (reportedly 70 or 72 monks). He devoted his life to
prayer, fasting, and strict asceticism, playing a major role in
establishing organized monastic life in the region. He is believed
to have died in the mid-5th century and was buried in this very
monastery, which later became his shrine.
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Historical Significance : During its golden age (7th—
9th centuries), the monastery was a prominent spiritual
and intellectual center. At least two bishops were
ordained from its ranks. It served as a key institution
for training monks, priests, and hermits, and helped to
establish a rigorous monastic tradition that deeply
influenced the other monasteries of Tur Abdin.

Periods of Turmoil and Change: Following the
Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD, the monastery
experienced challenging times. It was taken over by
the Nestorian Church for a long period before being
reclaimed by the Syriac Orthodox Church in the late
18th century. During the tragic events of 1915 (the
Sayfo massacres), the monastery suffered damage,
though monastic life endured with the presence of a
single Syriac Orthodox monk. The monastery was
officially reopened in 2010 under the auspices of
Patriarch Ignatius Zakka I, who appointed Fr. Rabban
Yuakin as the resident monk. The Divine Liturgy is
still celebrated there today.

Architecture and Location A comprehensive
documentation of the monastery was undertaken in
2015. Architecturally, the monastery reflects a blend
of Byzantine and local stone traditions, featuring
Corinthian columns and architectural elements from
the late Roman period. No major modern restoration
has been carried out, giving it the character of a
“living relic.” The complex includes a small church,
rock-hewn hermitages, monk cells overlooking the
courtyard, wooden carvings, ancient cave dwellings
(cells), old burial sites, and a grotto believed to have
been the personal dwelling of Saint Mar Awgin
himself.

Sources: Patriarch Ephrem Barsoum — The Scattered
Pearls Patriarch Jacob Il — History of the
Monasteries Media Center at Columbia University
(MCID)
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You are now able to view the bulletin of St.
Behnam Church Which released bi-monthly. via the
link below or QR. Simply click on “Read” then
“Download” in order to view the bulletin.
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Bulletin of St Behnam | St.behnam (stbehnamsyriacorthodoxchurch.com)

Supervision and Preparation

Fr. Matta Abbosh

Deacon Ammar Geeso
stbehnambulletin@gmail.com W Juas)
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The St. Behnam’s Church Bulletin is issued by the St. Behnam Syriac Orthodox Church -
Ontario - Canada.
50 Erie Street, Toronto, Ontario M6L 2P9 Canada

Contact as:
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